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2024 - A Year in Review

As we transition to a new year, this is time to reflect upon
the year gone by and evaluate the status of the Indian
Journal of Nephrology (IJN), the official publication of
the Indian Society of Nephrology, in its quest to serve as
a vital platform for disseminating high-quality research in
nephrology relevant to the kidney health community in
India and around the world.

A notable development in 2024 was the change in IJN’s
publishing partnership from Wolters Kluwer Medknow
to Scientific Scholar.! This shift is aimed at enhancing
accessibility and streamlining the editorial process, leading
to improved user experience and ensuring continued
excellence in publishing peer-reviewed research.

The journal maintained its bi-monthly publication schedule,
featuring a diverse array of articles that addressed pressing
issues in nephrology.

The journal published several high-impact reviews
authored by global experts in the field, commissioned
by the journal's editorial board. These covered practical
topics of contemporary interest such as Anti-Neutrophil
Cytoplasmic Antibody-Associated Vasculitis,? IgA
nephropathy: both disease mechanisms® and advances in
therapy, membranous nephropathy,® diagnostic utility of
urine microscopy® and therapies for arteriovenous fistula
and graft dysfunction.”

We published a series of articles discussing issues related
to kidney transplantation, ranging from ethical issues
pertaining to the role of transplant professionals in
transplant commercialism in India,® the growing experience
of ABO-incompatible transplants,® the use of induction
immunosuppression in low-risk living donor transplants,
the understanding of asymptomatic bacteriuria in kidney
transplant recipients,'! and the promise held by emerging
therapeutic approaches such as imlifidase.*?

Articles addressing pediatric nephrology emphasized
innovations in critical care and diagnostics, reflecting a
growing focus on improving outcomes for children with
kidney diseases. Notable ones included a variety of issues
relating to management of children with difficult-to-treat
nephrotic syndrome®**> and publication of guidelines for
the treatment of children with urinary tract infection and
vesicoureteric reflux.’®

Issues of practical importance were highlighted, such as
the role of desmopressin acetate before kidney biopsy in
reducing bleeding risk in patients with kidney dysfunction,”
checking the adequacy of kidney biopsy samples with
a smartphone camera,®® and glomerular diameter
measurements for patients with IgA nephropathy.®®
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Chronic Kidney Disease of Unknown Etiology and its
possible link with environmental factors are emerging as
a significant public health problem in India - as shown in
reports from Chhattisgarh?® and Odisha?! - highlighting the
need for more research and advocacy on this topic.

The Journal is committed to welcoming submissions from
allied healthcare professionals, as reflected in articles by
renal nurses, specifically relating to an audit of assisting
kidney biopsy procedures®> and the effectiveness of yoga
and meditation on quality of life among hemodialysis
patients.?

The journal continued its tradition of publishing unique
case reports, such as kidney disease associated with
filaria,?*?> highlighting parasitic infections’ impact on
kidney health.

With an impact factor of 0.8 as reported by Clarivate
Analytics and a Scopus CiteScore of 1.4, IJN continued to
hold its position as a reputable journal indexed in major
databases such as PubMed Central, SCOPUS, and Web of
Science. Its open-access model ensured that cutting-edge
research reached a wide audience, including clinicians,
researchers, and policymakers.

As IJN moves into 2025, it is well-positioned to build on
its legacy of excellence. The journal’s emphasis on regional
challenges, ethical issues, and innovative therapies
ensures its relevance in addressing both local and global
nephrology concerns.

In summary, the IJN continued its journey of progress
in 2024. Through its diverse publications, IJN not only
advanced scientific knowledge but also fostered critical
conversations about improving kidney care delivery across
India and beyond. We look forward to receiving high-
quality submissions to the journal to fulfill the mission of
its parent society.

In addition to the contributors, special thanks are due to
all the editors and reviewers for their contributions to
elevating the quality of the work published in the journal.
You make time to do this voluntary work for the journal
and we are grateful.

We welcome feedback — both laudatory and critical,
as we believe it is only in this environment of open
dialogue, discussion, and argumentation for which Indian
institutions have been well-known since ancient times. |
look forward to an even more exciting and fruitful 2025
for the journal.
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