
Appendix 2: COREQ 32 item checklist  

No Item Guide questions/description 

Domain 1: Research team and reflexivity 

Personal Characteristics 

1. The interview was conducted by two researchers- ISK, HK 

2. The researchers are PhD (candidate) and Master’s level graduate respectively 

3. The researchers were full time engaged the research project 

4. The researchers are female 

5. The researchers were internally trained by the principal investigators to help 

understand the sensitivity around the research topic 

Relationship with participants 

6. The participants were informed about the researchers and the study via an introductory 

email 

7. Detailed information about the study and researcher’s goals in alignment with the 

proposal and research questions were shared with the participants via email 

8. The participants were informed about the researchers’ academic background and 

motives behind the research including the donor funded nature of research 

Domain 2: study design 

Theoretical framework 

9. Grounded theory was used for this research 

Participant selection 

10. The sampling was purposive following which snowball sampling was also used 

11. The participants were approached via email and in some cases telephonic messages to 

follow-up 



12. 10 participants participated in this study 

13. Of the 18 stakeholders contacted for the study, 8 either declined or did not respond to 

our requests. The low response rate amongst participants potentially indicates the 

highly sensitive nature of the study involving issues of ethics, potential conflicts of 

interest, potential challenges in reaching out to the right stakeholder and the plausible 

unwillingness amongst stakeholders within the transplantation ecosystem to candidly 

discuss the existence and reasons behind rampant unethical practices in their countries. 

It is also possible that some of the people approached hold a view contrary to the 

globally accepted principles and may not want them to be known. 

Setting 

14. The data was collected online via the Teams videoconferencing application 

15. Non-participants were not present during the interviews 

16. The sample across the six countries comprised of researchers, NGO representatives, 

policy maker/regulator/enforcer, transplant surgeons, lawyers, bioethicist, transplant 

and hospital coordinators, journalist 

Data collection 

17. An interview guide was provided to the participants prior to the interview. The 

interview guide was developed and tested internally by the selected senior transplant 

professionals 

18. Repeat interviews were not carried out 

19. The researcher used audio recording to collect the data with prior consent of the 

participant 

20. Field notes were made during the interview and updated after the interview was 

conducted 

21. Each interview was carried on for 30-45 minutes 



22. Data saturation was discussed internally in the research team at periodic intervals 

23. The transcripts were returned to the participants for their comments and corrections. 

The corrections were accordingly incorporated before analysis 

Domain 3: analysis and findings 

Data analysis 

24. The data was coded by two researchers 

25. The meaning of the codes were described in the codebook 

26. Some themes were identified in advance from the policy review exercise. Additionally, 

some themes were added to the codebook which were derived from the interview data 

27. Nvivo software was used for data management 

28. The findings were shared with the participants and some of them provided feedback 

which was incorporated 

Reporting 

29. Quotations from interview data have been used in the report and the manuscripts along 

with the interviewee code to secure anonymity of the participants 

30. The data presented and findings were consistent as triangulation was used at each step 

to analyse and present data obtained from different sources (i.e. desk policy review, 

interview data, review of published literature) 

31. Major themes in relation to answering the research questions have been presented in 

the study 

32. Minor themes have been reported supporting the major themes which emerged in the 

interview findings  

 

 


