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Abbreviations and Acronyms

AKI Acute Kidney Injury
AV Arteriovenous
AVA Arteriovenous access: Refers to both a hemodialysis arteriovenous fistula and arteriovenous graft
AVF Arteriovenous fistula (also referred to as autogenous or native fistula)
AVG Arteriovenous graft (also referred to as prosthetic graft)
BMI Body Mass Index
CDC Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
CFU Colony-Forming Unit
CI Confidence Interval
CKD Chronic Kidney Disease
CO Cardiac Output
CRBSI Catheter-Related Bloodstream Infection
CRI Catheter-Related Infection
CT Computed Tomography
CTA Computed Tomography Angiography
CVC Central Venous Catheter (also referred to as hemodialysis catheter, and assumed tunneled, cuffed central venous catheter 

unless otherwise stated)
CVOD Central Venous Occlusive Disease
CVS Central Vein Stenosis
DUS Duplex Ultrasonography
eGFR estimated Glomerular Filtration Rate
ePTFE expanded Polytetrafluoroethylene
ESKD End Stage Kidney Disease
ESVS European Society for Vascular Surgery
FDA US Food and Drug Administration
GFR Glomerular Filtration Rate
HD Hemodialysis
HD catheter Catheter of any kind used for hemodialysis
HIV Human Immunodeficiency Virus
IJV Internal Jugular Vein
INR International Normalized Ratio
JAS Juxta-Anastomotic Stenosis
KDOQI Kidney Disease Outcomes Quality Initiative
KFRT Kidney Failure Requiring Replacement Therapy
KRT Kidney Replacement Therapy
Kt/V Dialysis Adequacy by Urea Kinetics Only
LMWH Low Molecular Weight Heparin
MRI Magnetic Resonance Imaging
NKF National Kidney Foundation
n-TCC Non-tunneled non-cuffed catheter
OR Odds Ratio
PD Peritoneal Dialysis
PICC Peripherally Inserted Central Catheter
PTA Percutaneous balloon Angioplasty
PTFE Polytetrafluoroethylene
Qa Access blood flow rate 
Qb Blood pump flow rate delivered to the dialyzer
RCT Randomized Controlled Trial
RPGN Rapidly Progressive Glomerulonephritis
RR Relative Risk
SVP Static Venous Pressure
TCC Tunneled Cuffed Catheter
TPA Tissue Plasminogen Activator
URR Urea Reduction Ratio
USG Ultrasonography (also referred to as ultrasound in the text)
USRDS United States Renal Data System
VA Vascular Access
VAC Vascular Access Coordinator
VAT Vascular Access Team


